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HISTORY OF 
TUCUMCARI
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ROUTE 66
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1901

1902

1910

1926

1930s-1950s

1970s

1990s-present

2026

Southern Pacific Railroad establishes a 
construction camp and siding at what 
becomes Tucumcari, initially called Rag 
Town then Six Shooter Siding.

Town renamed Tucumcari, inspired 
by nearby mountain and Comanche 

language.

Tucumcari grows into a major railroad 
division point with facilities, sparking 
commercial growth.

Route 66 o°cially designated; 
Tucumcari becomes a key stop on 

the “Main Street of America,” 
welcoming travelers with neon-lit 

motels and diners.

Expansion of Route 66 businesses 
and vibrant local culture, fostering the 
image of classic American road trips.

Interstate 40 construction diverts 
tra°c, leading to economic shifts 

but nurturing historic preservation 
e˛orts.

Revival through murals, neon restoration, 
classic motels preservation, and local 
festivals celebrating Route 66 heritage.

Route 66 Centennial celebrations 
highlight Tucumcari’s storied past 

and ongoing commitment to the 
Mother Road’s legacy.
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Iconic Landmarks
Along its path, Route 66 is lined with unique landmarks such as the Cadillac 
Ranch in Amarillo, the Blue Swallow Motel in Tucumcari, and the Painted Desert 
in Arizona. 

During the 1930s through the 1950s, Route 66 experienced its golden era, 
becoming the backbone for migration, commerce, and tourism amid America’s 
expanding car culture. The highway supported Dust Bowl refugees heading west, 
vacationers seeking national parks and desert landscapes, and businesses catering 
to travelers. Iconic roadside attractions, signage, and motels reflect this historic 
period, symbolizing a now nostalgic but deeply rooted American experience.

At the height of its popularity, Route 66 was so heavily traveled that the federal 
government had official “Route 66 Patrols” to help motorists navigate the highway 
safely.

The famous song “(Get Your Kicks on) Route 66,” written by Bobby Troup in 1946, 
has been covered by dozens of artists, including Nat King Cole and The Rolling 
Stones, further embedding the highway in American pop culture.



With the rise of the Interstate Highway System in the 1970s, Route 66 was gradually 
bypassed, leading to economic decline for many towns along the road. However, 
decades of decline gave way to a resurgence in the celebration of Route 66 
heritage. The 2026 Centennial marks a key milestone, encouraging renewed 
tourism, cultural events, and investment in preserving Route 66’s unique 
contributions to Americana.

Historic Route 66 signs and artifacts are treasured by collectors worldwide, with 
roadside diners and motels along the route often hosting memorabilia auctions to 
fund preservation efforts.

Tucumcari’s neon signs, especially those restored for the Centennial, are part of a 
larger movement across Route 66 towns to preserve these glowing symbols of 
Americana, with some towns giving “neon tours” as a unique tourist attraction.

Fun Fact 
The longest 
continuous stretch 
of original Route 
66 signs and 
pavement in the 
United States is 
found in New 
Mexico, with 
Tucumcari serving 
as a shining 
example of 
preservation and 
pride.



GHOST TOWNS

Photo: autoliterate
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Trementina
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THINGS TO DO 
IN TOWN
Museums
The Tucumcari Historical Museum

Mesalands Community College Dinosaur 
Museum and Natural Sciences Laboratory
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Tucumcari’s story begins with the railroad, 
and its legacy comes to life inside the 
Tucumcari Railroad Museum, located in 
the beautifully restored 1926 depot. As the 
depot prepares to celebrate its 100th 
anniversary in 2026, visitors are invited to 
explore an expanding collection of exhibits 
that honor the people, places, and defining 
moments that helped shape the community.

Railroad enthusiasts, history lovers, and 
Route 66 travelers are invited to step into 
Tracks Through Time and discover the 
museum’s interactive displays, historic 
collections, and the newly added Dawson 
Exhibit—a tribute to the coal mining 
community whose legacy remains an 
important chapter in New Mexico’s past.

The Tucumcari Historical Museum, located 
at 416 South Adams Street, is one of the 
city’s most treasured landmarks and a 
cornerstone of its cultural identity. Housed 
in a three-story brick schoolhouse built in 
1903, the museum invites visitors to step 
back in time and experience the rich history 
of Tucumcari and Quay County. From 
Native American artifacts and pioneer tools 
to railroad relics, military memorabilia, and 
Route 66 treasures, the museum 
showcases the stories, struggles, and 
triumphs that shaped life on the High Plains.

In front of the convention center is the 
Route 66 Monument commissioned by 
artist Tom Coffin for the New Mexico State 
Highway and Transportation Department’s 
Cultural Corridors: Public Art on Scenic 
Byways Program, and the Quay Council for 
Arts & Humanities. This world-famous photo 
op captures the glory days of Route 66, an 
era of I Like Ike buttons, tail fins and Edsels. 

Art City is a 40-acre desert art park that 
wows with large-scale art. Just off I-40, it 
offers a place to wander scenic trails, stay 
the night under the stars, and experience 
the beauty of eastern New Mexico from a 
fresh perspective.



Murals
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The Odeon
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ANNUAL EVENTS

18

Step away from the hustle and bustle to spend some time relaxcing in 
Tucumari. You can find out more about our events throughout the year 
on our Facebook page or visittucumcarinm.com.

Mesalands Iron Pour — March
A week-long event that draws artists from across the nation to create iron 
sculptures. Hosted by Mesalands Community College.

Cinco de Mayo Celebration — May 
Annual event celebrating Cinco de Mayo with food, vendors, and live 
entertainment for the whole family. 

Tucumcari Rawhide Days —  June
A celebration of western heritage and the filming of Rawhide in Quay 
County. Wild west gunfights, chuck wagon cooking, live music, and more!

Down at the Depot Concert Series —  June - August
4th Saturday of each month at the historic Railroad Depot. Live music, 
food vendors, and a makers market. Hosted by Tucumcari MainStreet.

Farmers Market — July - October
A welcoming seasonal gathering where fresh produce, homemade goods, 
and small town hospitality come together.

Quay County Fair — August
Week-long event with livestock shows, a Catch It Heifer contest, 4-H Expo, 
Home Arts Sweepstakes, carnival, and more! Hosted by Quay County.

Fired Up & Wheels on Fire — September 
Longest running family-friendly event. Fire performers, glass blowing, art,  
blacksmithing, live music, food vendors. Hosted by Tucumcari MainStreet.

Quay County on the Move Fun Run/Walk—  September/October
3.1-mile course, 1.5-mile course for seniors/new walkers. Free event 
sponsored by the Quay County Health Council.

TucumScary — Halloween 
Community trick or treat event hosted by the Chamber of Commerce, 
Mesalands Community College , and Tucumcari MainStreet.

Tucumcari Turkey Toss & Cornhole Tourney — November
 A lively weekend of games and good times. Filled with friendly 
competition, community spirit, and plenty of Route 66 fun!

Very Merry Tucumcari — December 
Fun-filled, month-long holiday celebration. Includes lighting of the Railroad 
Depot, christmas light parade, vendors, and more!

Christmas Expo — December
Celebrate with holiday cheer, festive shopping, and hometown warmth. 
Features local vendors, seasonal activities, and unique gifts.
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LODGING

 Average Cost Per Night
$ - Under $70 · $$ - $71-$150 · $$$ - $150+

LODGING ADDRESS PHONE $

Almara Inn 406 E. Route 66 575.461.0431 $

Best Western Discovery Inn 200 E. Estrella Ave. 575.461.4884 $$

Blazing Saddle RV 2500 E. Route 66 575. 815.4085 $

Blue Swallow Motel  815 E. Route 66 575.461.9849 $$

Buckaroo Motel 1315 Route 66 575.461.1650

Days Inn By Wyndham 2623 S. 1st St. 575.461.3158 $$

Desert Inn Tucumcari 2420 S. 1st St 575.461.9882 $

EconoLodge 3400 E. Route 66 575.461.4194 $

1901 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.7929 $$$

Historic Route 66 Motel 1620 E. Route 66 575.461.1212 $$

Holiday Inn Express 2624 S. Adams St. 575.461.3333 $$

La Quinta Inns & Suites 2623 S. Adams St. 575.461.2233 $$$

Motel Safari  722 E. Route 66 575.461.1048 $$

Motel 6 Tucumcari 2900 E. Route 66 505.200.3275

Mountain Road RV Park 1700 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.9628 $

Palomino Motel 1215 E. Route 66 575.461.3622 $

Quality Inn 3716 E. Route 66 575.461.3780 $$

Roadrunner Lodge  1023 E. Route 66 575.282.RT66 $$

Roadway Inn & Suites 2800 E. Route 66 575.461.4094 $

Super 8 by Wyndham 4001 E. Route 66 575.461.4444 $

Tucumcari  KOA 6299 Quay Rd. AL 575.461.1841 $

: Pets OK 
  : Smoking Rooms

: On-Site Dining, Breakfast 
 : Fitness Center

: Business Center 
  : Large Rig Parking

- : No Information

   Souvenirs
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DINING

RESTAURANT ADDRESS PHONE $ D/I OD TO

Arby’s 1900 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.1900 $

Blake’s Lotaburger 2523 S. 1st St. 575.461.0011 $

Chester’s Chicken 1900 Mountain Rd. 575.461.1777 $

Del’s Restaurant  1202 E. Route 66 575.461.1740 $$

Denny’s 2021 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.3396 $$

Godfather’s Pizza 1900 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.1900 $

Golden Dragon 1006 E. Route 66 575.461.2853 $

Goodies Go Last
(Inside Carlsons Coffee Shop)

417 E. Center St. 575.359.5822 $

La Cita 820 S. 1st St. 575.461.7866 $

McDonald’s 2608 S. 1st St. 575.461.4900 $

Pizza Hut 2402 S 1st St. 575.461.3770 $

Rubee’s 2 Go 714 W. Route 66 575.461.1463 $$

Sonic 2423 S. 1st St. 575.461.1922 $

Taco Bell 3600 E. Tucumcari Blvd. 575.403.5499 $

 Average Meal Cost Per Person
$ - Under $10 · $$ - $10-$20 · $$$ - $20+

D/I: Dine-In
OD: Outdoor Dining

TO: Takeout
: Delivery

   Souvenirs
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Frost 5 Lemonade

Kandels Street Sips

Las Chapparitas

Side Kix

110 E. Main St. 575.403.5312 $

321 E. Route 66 575.815.8955 $

112 W. Main St. 575.403.4529 $

1214 E. Route 66 575.708.0661 $



RAILR
OAD AVE

RAILROAD AVE

EXPLORE!
TUCUMCARI BUCKET LIST
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REPAIRS/SERVICE

SHOPPING
SHOP ADDRESS PHONE

Souvenirs

Arteformz 117 W. Center St. 575.403.4462

TeePee Curios 924 E. Route 66 575.461.3773

Route 66 Townhouse Welcome Center & Gift Shop 901 E. Route 66 505.301.6367

Boutique Shopping

Desert Rose Center 208 E. Main St. 575.461.2342

Blanco Creek Boutique 201 S. 2nd St. 575.403.6859

La Tienditas 100 S. 2nd St. 575.403.6236

Main Street Boutique 125 E. Main St. 575.461.1391

SHOP ADDRESS PHONE

Pilot Flying J 2021 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.6590

Loves 1900 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.1900 * *

Blazing Saddles RV 2500 E. Route 66 575.815.4085

Boss Truck Shops 2023 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.8458

D&A Autocare 605 S. Lake St. 575.461.3117

Jack’s Truck Repair 900 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.4601

John’s Truck Service Inc. 6297 Quay Rd. AP 0.6 575.461.2085 * *

Mountain Road RV Park 1700 S. Mountain Rd. 575.461.9628

Quality Lube & Tire 302 W. Route 66 575.461.0773

Sandoval Engine Repair  3600 E. Tucumcari Blvd. 575.403.5499

Todd’s Garage & Mobile 
Repair

123 Route 66 575.461.2277

  Gas 
 Restrooms

Showers 
 Wi-Fi

Repairs 
   Tires

Laundry 
    Electric Charging

*
Diesel Only

   Souvenirs24

Del's Souvenirs (Inside Del's Restaurant) 1202 E. Route 66 575.461.1740

Watson's Shopping (Inside Watson's BBQ) 502 S. Lake St. 575.461.9620

Ray's Truck Service & Repair I-40 Exit 333 575.461.3077

Dhillon and Son Truck Repair 1806 E. Route 66 575.403.1098

* *



LOCAL OUTDOOR 
RECREATION
Lakes
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Ute Lake State Park

Golfing
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DAY TRIPS FROM 
TUCUMCARI
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Las Vegas
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Mosquero and Roy

Photo: Harding County MainStreet
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The diminutive business district includes colorful facades and murals at 
Mosquero Town and Country Market, Headquarters Restaurant, and the 
Harding County Courthouse that was built in 1922 as a school. The murals 
were painted by local students under the leadership of Doug Quarles, the 
artist behind many murals in Tucumcari. Students still maintain the murals 
and also publish a local newspaper.



Fort Sumner and Lake Sumner 

Scenic Sumner Lake 
State Park
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Blue Hole and WIBIT Park Lake 
in Santa Rosa 

Norman & Vi Petty  
Rock ’n’ Roll Museum

Photo: New Mexico Tourism Department

Photo: Santa Rosa Blue Hole
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  Tucumcari MainStreet

tucumcarimainstreet.org

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS
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  Quay County

quaycounty-nm.gov

KQAY 92.7 FM
KTNM 1400 AM



  Mesalands Community College

mesalands.edu

  Tucumcari Public Schools

tucumcarischools.com
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CONVENTION CENTER
Tucumcari Convention Center 14,000 square foot 

 trade shows, conventions, private parties, and conferences

Why Choose Tucumcari?
Because sometimes you need to get away from the hustle and bustle. 

14,000 

1,000 

5,500 

450 

QUICK 
FACTS
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SERVICES

Tucumcari 
Convention Center

WiFi 

In-House 

1,200 

Outdoor Patio 
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RELOCATION

Education

Tucumcari School District

Mesalands Community College

QUICK 
FACTS

1901 

4,091' Mountain 

Quay 

Content: Tucumcari Economic Development Corporation · tucumcariedc.com36



Business

Industries

$28,159 $92,501 

4,919 3,018 
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VISITTUCUMCARINM.COM



City of Tucumcari 
215 East Center Street

PO Box 1188
Tucumcari, NM 88401

575.461.3451
cityoftucumcari.com
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